
Karina Puente, Hypatia City (2017)



Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities (1972)

There is no 
language without 
deceit.

Jules Maurice Gaspard, Hypatia (1908)
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Jean-François Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition (1979)

Simplifying to the extreme, I 
define postmodern as 
incredulity toward 
metanarratives.



Paul Cilliers, Complexity and Postmodernism (1998)

The postmodern condition is 
characterised by the co-existence of a 
multiplicity of heterogeneous 
discourses—a state of affairs assessed 
differently by different parties.



City Dashboard Glasgow (2022)
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CityDashboard (2022)

... if the CASA Geiger counter is showing a high 
reading, please do not panic! Somebody in the 
office might just have placed some Brazil nuts or 
another calibration source in front of the detector.



Shannon Mattern, 
A City is Not a Computer: Other Urban Intelligences (2021)

... algorithms and interfaces tend to bracket out 
those messy and disorderly concerns that simply 
"do not compute." We're left with the sense that 
everything knowable and worth knowing about 
a city can fit on a screen—which simply isn't true.



The Guardian (2021)

The Guardian (2019)

Center for Strategic and International Studies (2021)

CNET (2022)

The Washington Post (2019)



Gerald Jay Sussman, 
Robust Design through Diversity (1999)

Computer Science is in 
deep trouble. Structured 
design is a failure.



Gerald Jay Sussman, 
Robust Design through Diversity (1999)

Karina Puente, Zobeide City (2017)

To advance beyond the existing 
problems we must change, in a 
fundamental way, the nature of 
the language we use to describe 
computational systems.



Ferdinand de Saussure 
Photograph by F. Jullien Genève (before 1913)

Place of Language in the Facts of Speech



Nature of the Linguistic Sign, and Linguistic Value Immutability and Mutability of the Signs



Charles Bally & Albert Sechehaye (1915)

We had first to weed out variations and 
irregularities characteristic of oral delivery ... 
and present each part of it in the order 
intended by the author even when his 
intention, not always apparent, had to be 
surmised.



Jacques Derrida (1930 - 2004)





Christopher S. Meiklejohn, A Certain Tendency of the Database Community (2018)

These designs are inherently limiting: we impose a 
structure of a single primary site for information 
because it makes processing easier with the tools 
that we have today.



Joseph M. Hellerstein, The Declarative Imperative (2010)

An asynchronous service in Dedalus 
The Declarative Imperative (2010)
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Stafford Beer, Preface to Autopoiesis: The Organization of the Living (1980)

Science is ... a world view in which real systems 
are annihilated in trying to understand them, 
in which relations are lost because they are 
not categorized, in which synthesis is 
relegated to poetry and mysticism ...



Karina Puente, Maurilia City (2017)

Futures not achieved are 
only branches of the 
past: dead branches.

Thank you HPTS!
@wilton_quinn


